




School Operating Budget of $47,969,191 when adjusted for the $517,000 reserve 

surplus in the FY 2008-2009 budget of $48,300,000 represents a net spending 

increase of $186,191. 

 

In addition to net reductions in state and local revenue, if pension Articles fail in 

the supplemental state budget there remains the potential for further cuts ahead in 

State Aid to Education. The Tangible Tax appeal by Twin River is in litigation 

and presents a potential liability of just over $500,000 per fiscal year starting in 

FY 08-09. Also the overall financial condition of Twin River remains a 

significant fiscal concern to the town in the event of a receivership or state 

ownership.    

    

In developing the proposed FY 2009-2010 Municipal Operating Budget all 

municipal employees, both union and non-union agreed to concede a wage freeze 

for the fiscal year. No deferred payments of compensation were made in exchange 

for this agreement. The Municipal Operating Budget has been reduced 

significantly over the past two years, staffing has been further reduced for the FY 

2009-2010, and any further reductions will adversely impact services. 

 

The recommended FY 2009-2010 School Operating Budget provides an $186,191 

spending increase over FY 2008-2009. I would point out to board members that if 

the school department requires additional spending to preserve programs and 

positions in FY 2009-2010 the school budget contains $842,210 in scheduled 

wage increases beginning July 1, 2009.  

 

In addition to the assessment of potential cost savings within the School 

Department Budget, I would ask the board to begin a more comprehensive 

analysis of three areas: staffing models, employee prescription and physician visit 

co-pay benefits, and competitive bidding of Workers Compensation Insurance.  

 

It must be noted that from FY 2000-2001 to FY 2008-2009 local taxpayers have 

increased school funding by $21,138,404, an increase of 77.82%. State Aid to 

Education during the same period has increased by only $978,716 or 15.23%. We 

must join with School Committee members and administrators to pursue a fair 

and equitable state school funding formula.  

        

The recommendations proposed in the FY 2009-2010 budget are intended to point 

out the many potential revenue shortfalls that remain well into the next fiscal year 

and emphasize the need for fiscal restraint in your deliberations. Again, we must 

remain mindful that we can no longer continue our dependence on local property 

taxes to sustain our educational funding. If we do not achieve adequate sources of 

education funding we will face the indiscriminate reality that is limiting our 

ability to adequately fund our schools. 

 

Our community maintains a stable tax base, excellent bond ratings, and good 

fiscal health. In making the difficult, but necessary decisions now, we can 




